Resin-modified glass ionomer cements (RM GICs) implications for use in pediatric dentistry.
The changing face of restorative dentistry has resulted in the introduction of numerous materials. The emphasis on durability, strength, and esthetics led to the introduction of glass ionomer based formulations. The latest entrants into this arena are the resin-based glass ionomer cements. The combined properties of enhanced strength and fluoride release make this material an attractive choice for most restorative procedures. For the pediatric dentist, this material has special value due to its preventive characteristics, ease of placement and esthetics. The amalgam controversy has led practitioners and patients to opt for non-amalgam based restorations. The introduction of "compomers" provides an exciting alternative to amalgam. The purpose of this article is to highlight the properties of these "new age" materials and present a case report on the use of one such commercially available resin/ionomer cement.